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acknowledge its authority, and that the praises of the Deity,
and injunctions of resignation to his will, which pervade their
conversation, apparently influence their conduct. It is, how-
ever, no more than resignation: there appears to be no peace
and joy in believing, at best a dutiful submission to the sove-
reign Disposer of events, no sign of that spirit of adoption which
cries " Abba, Father." An eastern city has no exhibitions of
paintings, no concerts, no dramatical representations; only
recitations of tales in prose and verse, in coffee-houses; and
the prohibition of games of chance excludes cards and dice.
Wine can only be drunk in private, and strict casuists bring
coffee and tobacco under the same condemnation. These luxu-
ries were discovered centuries after the era of the Prophet;
but the houses which were opened "for the purpose of indulging
in them, liave been shut up, from time to time, by the sove-
reigns of Constantinople, and only finally tolerated. And it
would appear, from Lane's full and minute account of Life at
Cairo, and from other authentic sources of information from
eastern travellers, that gravity, not dissipation, is, at least in
public, the characteristic of a Mohammedan nation.
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